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21 February 2020 
 

TEACHERS’ GUILD OF NEW SOUTH WALES ANNUAL REPORT, 2019 
Dr Frederick Osman 

President, The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales 

 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 

It is my pleasure to present my report as President of the Teachers’ Guild of 

New South Wales.  2019 was a very highly successful year, due largely to the 

continued support from our strong and outstanding Council. 

 

The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales is a professional organization one 

joins not for what one can get out of it, but for what one can put into the 

profession through it. Our Guild is about Voice, giving an opportunity for the 

voice of the profession as a whole to be heard. We are about Networking; 

meetings, conferences, workshops and seminars are primarily ways of 

engaging in our core business as educators – learning. We learn best from each 

other. Our third function is Recognition. One’s involvement in the Teachers’ 

Guild of New South Wales is not to gain recognition, but for the valuable 

opportunity the structure of the Guild provides for the profession to recognise 

its stars.  

 

I am willing to continue and be elected again to be President in the new Council 

and assume the leadership of the Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales. I have 

been actively involved with the Teachers’ Guild of NSW since 2006 in a variety 

of capacities and firmly believe the Guild has a crucial role to play in the 

current and future context of education.  

 

I would like to acknowledge in this report the work of colleagues on the 

Council who are also friends, and who give much of themselves for no greater 

reward than their own professional satisfaction. Such has always been the 

nature of the Teachers’ Guild. With such a fine Council, and with the 

foundations so well laid for the Guild’s renewed involvement in the 

professional development of all teachers, the future is bright. I take this 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
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opportunity to thank each and every member of Council – both those still 

serving, and those who have recently stepped down – for their loyalty, vision, 

enthusiasm and hard work. 

 

I wish the new Council every success in its Care of Education. 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 

The Teachers’ Guild of NSW in 2019 celebrated a long, impressive and 

honourable history of service, support and training for the vocation of 

teaching; always maintaining its foundational aim “to promote in all possible 

ways, the care of education,” strengthening collegiality and standing detached 

from industrial issues. 

 

Constantly changing, constantly adapting, and constantly seeking to meet the 

evolving needs of the teaching profession – the continuing life of the Teachers’ 

Guild of New South Wales bears witness to the vitality of this small but 

precious organisation. Today, the Guild continues to promote a long-

established theme of deep interest in the professional development and 

encouragement of colleague educators, providing opportunities for members 

of the profession to network, refine skills, and receive recognition. 

 

COUNCIL 

The Guild is led by its Council.  In 2019, the Council comprised: 

1. Ms Lauren Barlow  Northholm Grammar School 

2. Ms Noelene Callaghan  Glenwood High School  

3. Mrs Frances Fleeton  Retired   (Past President) 

4. Ms Kathryn Fraser  Kings School   

5. Mrs Diane Gourlas  TAFENSW   (Vice-President) 

6. Mr Peter Green   Retired   (Treasurer) 

7. Ms Alexi Kayes   Lorretto Normanhurst (Proceedings Editor) 

8.  Ms Lauren Knussen  University of Technology Sydney 

9. Mr Tom Mae   Trinity Grammar School 

10. Mr Patrick Nam   Brigidine College Randwick (Secretary) 

11. Dr Frederick Osman  Boston University (President) 

12. Ms Sharrda Shah   Transform Education 

13. Mr Alex Wharton  Carinya Christian School Gunnedah 
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NEW VENTURES 

THE ASSOCIATION SPECIALISTS (TAS) 

 

On the 1st July 2019, The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales signed a contract 

with The Association Specialists (TAS) for the provision of Association 

Management Services and to consolidate their services and administrative 

processes in one central hub. This has included services in office management 

and infrastructure; communication; membership management; marketing; 

website & publication support and event management. 

 

The Contract Period is for 1 year which commenced on the 1/07/2019 and is to 

be rolled-over for further periods of twelve (12) months at a time (pending 

annual review) from the completion of the Agreement, until such a time as a 

new Agreement is signed between the parties or a termination has been 

exercised. 

 

We look forward in working closely with TAS in helping to raise our 

professional status and systems, through their professional expertise, to 

optimise the successful running of administration / secretariat duties. We 

believe that TAS is perfectly positioned to deliver an exceptional service and 

add measurable value to the Guild.  

 

I would like to thank Jack Slater, Business Development Manager and Neil 

Harrison, Executive Director from The Association Specialists (TAS) for this 

opportunity. I also would like to particularly thank Megan Ogier, Director of 

Member Services for all her help with the smooth transition of the onboarding 

process for The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales. 

 

In 2020, The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales will consist of a new election 

of Council in terms of reference, as part of The Guld’s new proposed 

constitution, due to the changes implemented with TAS for our services and 

administrative processes. The Association Specialists Pty Ltd (TAS) will 

undertake the Secretariat for the Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales Council 

for the duration of the Agreement period. The Program of Work encompasses 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
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all of the services outlined in Schedule B Services provided in the new 

Constitution. 

 

The new Council at the 2020 Annual General Meeting, will consist of the 

President, three Vice Presidents (one of whom is the immediate past-

President), the Treasurer and Councillors that are Members of the Teachers’ 

Guild of New South Wales.  

 

In 2019, the Council updated its Constitution and I would like to thank the 

work of Frances Fleeton in leading the review of the proposed new 

Constituion for the Teacher’s Guild of New South Wales. 

 

In 2019, The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales was delighted to partner 

with a number of Corporate Sponsors in supporting our Awards and Events 

in 2019. I would like to thank the Teachers Mutual Bank – We put you first and 

would particularly thank Conor Kiernan and David Herring in partnering 

with the Guild Research Award.  

 

I would like to thank CEO Daniel Mundy and Mr Simon Withers from 

anzuk.education in continuing their corporate sponsorships of the Awards for 

Teachers in their Early Years of Teaching until the end of 2022. The Guild 

appreciates the support of our corporate sponsors for our awards in ensuring 

their brand is recognised and valued with our events in terms of service and 

delivery. I would like to thank CEO Dr David Williams from MWLP Linking 

Youth in supporting and sponsoring the Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales 

Annual Dinner and Presentation of Awards for 2019  

 

To enable printing and mail out costs to be budgeted and to guarantee good 

quality publications, the Guild engaged the services of SNAP Printing at 

Burwood. This has enabled our printing and mail out of various materials to 

have a professional look at a reasonable cost. I can also confirm an exciting 

opportunity was arranged with SNAP Printing to provide a further 25% 

discount off all printing for the Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales as a 

corporate sponsor until the end of 2022. 

 

In 2019, the Council endorsed an exciting new opportunity for the Guild to 

play a pivotal role in income growth to support the Guild’s endeavours in 2020. 

This will be an important strategic direction to enhance the Teachers’ Guild of 

New South Wales income generation, reputation and image within the 

education and business community by developing and implementing 
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strategies to build on existing relationships, and develop new relationships, 

with corporate contacts for the Guild brand, with high profile education and 

business communities.  

 

The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales supports families and educators of 

gifted children and has engaged to work closely with Gifted Families Support 

Group Incorporated (GFSG) in raising awareness, support and professional 

learning needs of teachers of gifted children within our state community. We 

look forward to a future of continued collaboration through our Memorandum 

of Understanding between the GUILD / GFSG Inc. 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS 

Our Treasurer, Mr Peter Green, has undertaken the management of the 

Guild’s accounts in 2019. The accounts have continued to show assets that we 

can draw upon to enable the Guild to deliver our various programs. This year, 

the Guild explored financial opportunities with The Association Specialists 

(TAS) to help with our online membership renewals and other payment 

services for the Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales. Our Treasurer has 

managed the accounts well this past year. The Guild appreciates all the work 

that Peter has displayed in organising the accounts and liaising with the 

Guild’s accountant to ensure that the accounts are fully audited and are 

available in good time for the Annual General Meeting. 

 

The Council would like to thank Mr Peter Green for his outstanding work with 

the Treasury role for the Guild. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Following on from previous years, I invited Kathryn Fraser and Sharrda Shah 

to join the council in 2019. We value the continued support of our members 

and their ability to inform others about the Guild’s offerings each year and as 

a result this has seen a steady increase in our membership. 

 

I would like to thank the Council for its continued success in resolving to 

explore ways to expand our membership base with Honorary Fellowships and 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
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Corporate and Student membership levels, in addition to regular membership. 

It would appear that these changes have had an impact on the overall 

membership numbers. There is no doubt that the Guild is currently “on a roll”. 

Membership is growing; our work with teachers is developing a positive 

reputation and earning respect; our Council is strong. It gives me immense 

pleasure to report this to our members; and more so to report that Council has 

already taken the next step to expand our activities to a wider range of 

members. Those who coined the happy epithet, “The Care of Education” so 

long ago in our history would be well pleased with the Guild today. 

 

Early in 2019, Patrick Nam was invited to take on an important role for the 

Guild as our Membership Officer. He has continued to work tirelessly to 

steadily review and coordinate our renewals and membership database 

throughout the year and prepared the transition for TAS to take on this 

responsibility. I would like to thank Patrick Nam for his leadership and work 

in re-organising our membership structures. 

 

The membership fee for all levels of membership has increased to support 

additional meetings and projected costs for the provision of Association 

Management Services.  

 

For our functions, incentives were offered for early-bird registrations and 

group registration in an effort to entice more corporate groups to attend.  The 

Guild continued to communicate more by email to our members to reduce 

costs and facilitate more effective communication, especially with our younger 

members. This proved effective and beneficial in bringing the Guild’s offerings 

to more individuals in the educational community. 

 

THE PROCEEDINGS AND AUSTRALIAN TEACHER NEWSLETTER OF 

THE TEACHERS’ GUILD OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

My special thanks are extended to Mrs Hayley Tuft, without whom this 

Proceedings publication would not be possible. Mrs Tuft had been the sole 

driving force behind its development during 2017-18. I would also like to 

extend my thanks to Ms Alexi Kayes who has worked diligently to modify 

and prepare material for The Australian Teacher – The Newsletter of the 

Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales. Both publications provided outstanding 

articles and insights in bringing topical education issues to our members, while 

endeavoring to cater for younger members, by providing opportunities for 

them to accrue hours of professional development that are meaningful and 

practical in nature.  
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I would also like to acknowledge the efforts of Mrs Frances Fleeton who has 

spent time proof reading the documents for the Proceedings and Newsletter 

issues. 

 

PROGRAM FOR THE YEAR 

The challenge each year for the Council is to plan a varied program that 

provides professionals in Schools with a choice of events that reflect current 

educational issues. Each year the Guild evaluates what changes should be 

made to our current programs to further meet the needs of our audience. 

 

In 2019, the Guild proudly celebrated its 127th year and continued to make a 

significant contribution to the professional development of teachers within the 

education sector.  

 

On Saturday 23rd March, The Teachers’ Guild of NSW and Gifted Families 

Support Group Inc., joined in partnership with the vision to: provide a unique 

platform for all educators to network as they engage in best practice 

application for gifted learners within their chosen field. A Conference 

Organising Committee was convened and comprised of Melinda Gindy, Dr 

Frederick Osman, Penina Barry, Vic Branson, Katrina Calverley, Kathryn 

Fraser, Peta Jauncey, Nicole Sabbadin and Dr Anne-Marie Singh. 

 

The Gifted Awareness Forum for Educators (GAFE) was then established and 

incorporated the National Gifted Awareness Week 2019 theme “Belonging”. 

The program was designed to emphasise both networking (within both focus 

areas and stages) and practical application, delivered on a professional 

platform. The Forum was held in the beautiful grounds of Newington College 

in Stanmore, Sydney, New South Wales and catering was supplied by The 

Grounds of Alexandria. 

  

The Organising Committee was thrilled to receive extensive support for GAFE 

throughout multiple school sectors and regions across New South Wales. The 

GAFE program was thoroughly embraced by the 100+ attendees and received 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
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some very positive feedback. International Keynote, Associate Professor 

Lannie Kanevsky opened our forum with her presentation: ‘Brilliance Belongs 

in School – Let’s Find It’. Lannie emphasised the Brilliant Behaviours that 

distinguish high ability learners from their peers as “symptoms” of learners, 

underlying potential, resulting from the combined influences from 

Quantitative and Qualitative differences. 

 

The Organising Committee would like to thank our sponsors Newington 

College, VS Oceania, Bookform, anzuk.education, Walker books, Hawker 

Brownlow Education and the Science Teacher’s Association of NSW. Their 

generous support contributed greatly to the success of the Forum.  

 

On behalf of Melinda Gindy, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the 

Organising Committee and respective association committees for their hard 

work, dedication and commitment to the success of the Gifted Awareness 

Forum for Educators.  

 

On Monday 1st July, 2019, more than 220 delegates attended the third 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) in Schools forum organised by 

Teachers’ Guild of NSW, MWLP Linking Youth and the Australian College of 

Educators (Hills Parramatta) in providing a unique cross-sectoral platform for 

educators and industries around the theme: Excellence in VET Practice. 

 

The guests from across all school sectors, included School Registered Training 

Organisations (RTOs), VET Trainers, Government Departments, VET and 

Career support organisations, Group Training Organisations, other RTOs, 

TAFE NSW and Industry from across the State. Raising the status of VET in 

Schools as a valuable pathway for young people into sustainable work, 

offering rewarding career pathways, was an important message from the 

speakers at the Forum. The Forum highlighted the great work being done in 

the VET in Schools programs within each of the school sectors. 

 

All workshops provided excellent opportunities for professional development, 

discussion and reflection for VET Teachers to take back to their respective 

organisations . 
 

I would like to thank the Minister for Skills and Tertiary Education, The Hon, 

Dr Geoffrey Lee, for delivering the opening address. We thank the Principal 

of Southern Cross Catholic Vocational College, Mr Patrick O’Reilly for his 

support in utilising the facilities for this important event. In addition, we wish 
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to sincerely thank Nicole Massara for all her work in helping the smooth 

running of this VET forum. 

 

On Friday 16th August, the Teachers’ Guild of NSW held its annual Guild 

Research Awards Presentation Evening at the Sydney campus of Boston 

University. These awards celebrate the work being undertaken by graduate 

research students and teachers in NSW to advance current knowledge in the 

education field.  

 

Seven researchers and teachers presented their research on the evening and the 

range of foci was impressive. Topics presented included parental perspectives 

of educational practices for gifted students, pre-service teachers’ knowledge of 

assessment for learning in literacy, drama as a pedagogy for inclusion, 

bilingualism in Korean migrant families, connecting mathematics and science, 

preparing better chemists for HSC Chemistry, and teachers’ growth 

orientation and classroom mathematics outcomes. The difficult job of deciding 

on the recipients of the awards was the responsibility of the esteemed panel of 

judges to whom the Guild is extremely grateful for their professional 

contribution. 

Professor Andrew Martin (Chair)  University of New South Wales  

Mr Rick Stevens  Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales  

Ms Sharrda Shah  Transform Education, Founder and CEO  

Mrs Lisa Allum Queenwood School 

Dr John Kennedy University of New England 
 

The Research Award finalists for 2019: 

Helen Baber, University of New South Wales 

Keiko Bostwick, University of New South Wales 

Andrew Eaton, Wollondilly Anglican College 

Olivia Karaolis, University of Sydney 

Jake Little, University of Sydney 

Cherry Zin Oo, University of New South Wales 

Eun Kyong Park, University of New South Wales 
 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
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The judges ranked the candidates according to the criteria and determined the 

winners for the following categories:  

 

The 2019 Teachers Mutual Bank Award winner was OLIVIA KARAOLIS 

from the University of Sydney. 

 

The 2019 Guild Research Award winner was JAKE LITTLE from the 

University of Sydney. 

 

The Guild would like to thank Lauren Knussen for coordinating the event and 

to acknowledge the outstanding presentations from the participants. 

 

On Thursday 22nd August, Merissa Perivolarellis, a student member of The 

Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales held a Networking event at The Royal 

Darlington Hotel to catch up with new and young educators in a relaxed social 

setting. The purpose of this gathering was to provide information about the 

Guild Educators’ Network and to hear about upcoming educational 

opportunities, exchange ideas, engage in conversation and make connections 

with other new and young educators. The event was also organised with an 

aim to raise awareness of the Guild and encourage the involvement of pre- 

service teachers. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Merissa for 

organising this event and meeting with the new and young educators in a 

relaxed social setting. We are looking forward to Merissa organising more of 

these events in the near future and making connections with other new and 

young educators as part of our Guild Educators’ Network. 

 

On Thursday, 12th September, the Guild hosted a Learning with Digital 

Technologies in the Classroom event with guest speakers Jason Milner, 

Noelene Callaghan and Professor Garry Falloon speaking about their 

journeys and interesting research discoveries, relating to the utilisation of 

digital technology in the classroom, to inspire and toremind teachers of the 

advantages of technology in supporting the curriculum.  

 

Jason Milner, from Knox Grammar College, demonstrated a captivating 

presentation, using a cube, where audiences could choose the presentation 

topic from opposing ends of the cube and spoke about the different apps 

available.  His teaching philosophy of challenge based and inquiry-based 

learning through technology, has proven to drive his students’ ambition of 

changing the world with their creations.  
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Noelene Callaghan, has played a significant role in the Glenwood High School 

community. She explained her journey about the implementation of 

technology within the schooling community, as a means of combatting a 

common issue experienced by parents, whereby they felt significantly 

disconnected from the school community. It was through the development of 

a Media team, where students met on certain mornings, lunchtimes and 

afternoons to film and edit a school news report and radio station, that the 

school community developed and tightened. As well as this, the Media 

technology explored Australian laws relating to the implementation and use 

of technology and social media within our everyday lives, and developed skills 

and knowledge related to public speaking, Information and Communication 

Technology, and communication skills.  

 

Professor Garry Falloon from Macquarie University specialises in STEM 

education, mobile and digital learning, curriculum and pedagogy design. As 

an educational researcher, he spoke about his research - investigating the 

collaborative and cognitive skills children have developed whilst using tablets 

by recording students’ digital learning in classrooms. In these recordings, 

examples of students arguing to come to a negotiated conclusion showcases 

the students’ learning process and using technology as an effective tool in 

group collaborations. Another of his innovative research on using technology 

creatively is by using voiceless Science simulations that has proven to be 

unique for students working scientifically through hypothesising, assuming, 

predicting and testing, instead of relying on machines. 

 

The evening concluded with a highly successful and intriguing Question Time, 

where event attendees were provided with the opportunity to ask our three 

guest speakers questions related to their project. We thanked our guest 

speakers Jason Milner, Noelene Callaghan and Professor Garry Falloon for 

presenting at our event. 

 

As part of our ongoing joint commitment to furthering evidence-based 

practice in gifted education throughout NSW, Gifted Families Support Group 

Inc. (GFSG Inc.) and the Teachers’ Guild of NSW co-hosted the event Access 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
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to Selective Education – Cross Sectoral Discussion. Held on Monday 16th 

September, executives, educators and supporters gathered together in the 

beautiful facilities at the Concord Golf Club. 

 

Dr Ben North, Principal Research Officer at the New South Wales 

Department of Education (DoE) working at the Centre for Education Statistics 

and Evaluation (CESE), set the scene for the evenings’ discussion. Dr North 

proficiently detailed the findings and process of the recent DoE Access to 

Selective Schooling Review and discussed some of the issues that have great 

relevance for how schools assess and place students in learning programs in 

NSW schools. As lead in the Review of Selective Education Access (RSEA) 

project, a major review of the application, assessment, and placement 

processes for selective education programs in NSW public schools, Dr North 

provided valuable insight into the place of selective education for gifted 

students within our state history. 

 

Following this presentation and a short networking break, Dr North joined a 

panel of cross - sectoral executive for discussion and Q&A session. Penina 

Barry, Education Officer, Newman Selective Program Expansion and Mark 

Long, Principal, Penrith High School commented on the benefits and barriers 

overcome, in implementing selective education at their school or sector. The 

panel was chaired by Melinda Gindy, President, GFSG Inc. and President, 

Australian Association for the Education of the Gifted and Talented (AAEGT). 

The comments provided much discussion amongst the panel and generated 

several questions from attendees. The provision of selective schooling as an 

option for gifted and high performing students remained as a priority 

throughout the discussion and comments sought to explore fair and equitable 

access for all. 

 

The success of the evening would not have been possible without the 

expertise of Dr Ben North, Penina Barry, Mark Long and Melinda Gindy.  

 

On Friday October 25, on World Teachers’ Day, the Teachers’ Guild of New 

South Wales held its 2019 World Teachers’ Celebration at the Concord Golf Club, 

to award the outstanding professional contribution to education made by a 

select group of teachers.  

 

This evening is a celebration of the amazing, talented, innovative, progressive 

and essential work that educators do on a daily basis to ensure Australians 

have access to and receive the best possible education available.  
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These awards highlight the achievements and diversity of the education 

profession across our State. This important occasion allows us to celebrate and 

acknowledge the achievements of all our teachers in an increasingly complex, 

multicultural and technological society.  

 

The Teachers’ Guild of NSW greatly admires the commitment of teachers in 

enhancing their professional knowledge, improving teaching practice, finding 

new ways to engage with students, and developing and fostering relationships 

with the wider community. 

 

This year, 230 guests gathered to celebrate the presentation of awards 

presented by special guests : The Hon. Sarah Mitchell, MP, Minister for 

Education and Prue Car MP, Shadow Minister for Education. The event 

honored 68 worthy recipients across the different sectors and stages of 

education. I would like to thank both Prue Car and The Hon Sarah Mitchell 

MLC for attending the evening and being involved with the presentation of 

the Teachers’ Guild of NSW Annual Awards Evening.  

 

This year we were delighted to honour Dr Dan White, former Executive 

Director of Sydney Catholic Schools for the Archdiocese of Sydney, with the 

Phyllis Evans Medal for 2019, acknowledging the Award Certificates in his 

honour and recognizing the outstanding professional contribution to 

education made by teachers.  

 

The Guild also acknowledged Mr Rick Stevens FTGN (Life Member of the 

Teachers’ Guild of NSW) with a membership milestone in Celebrating 50 Years 

of Membership. Mr Stevens was elected and approved as a member of the 

Teachers Guild of NSW from July, 1969, when he was a student attending the 

Guild College. The Council of the Teachers’ Guild of NSW acknowledged 

Rick’s remarkable and active membership achievement in Celebrating 50 Years 

to the profession. Mr Steven received his 50 years membership plaque from the 

Council of the Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales. 

 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
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Awards for teachers in their early years of teaching in 2019 have been very 

popular and we thank the generous sponsorship by anzuk - providing quality 

educators since 2004; every way, every day, always in supporting this Award 

category. 

 

Primary School Division finalists: 

April Bryson, Lakes Grammar School, Warnervale 

Taylor Graham, Barker College 

Emily McMahon, Abbotsleigh 

Lauren Taylor, St Philip’s Christian School, Cessnock 

 

The 2019 Primary School Division winner was APRIL BRYSON from Lakes 

Grammar School. 

 

Senior School Division finalists: 

Chris Crimmins, St Paul’s Grammar School, Cranebrook 

Zachary Ellul, St Joseph Catholic High School 

Zachary Gorton, Macarthur Anglican School 

Jeremy Hawkes, Radford College, ACT 

Diana Webster, Abbotsleigh 

 

The 2019 Secondary School Division winner was ZACHARY ELLUL from St 

Joseph Catholic High School. 
 

The Guild Scholarship Prize is donated by the Teachers’ Guild of New South 

Wales for an outstanding student in the second year of the MTeach program 

at the University of Sydney.  

 

The 2019 Guild Scholarship Prize winner was Nathan Archer from the 

University of Sydney. 

 

The Guild Research Award and Teachers Mutual Bank Award were  offered 

to a Postgraduate Student and/or Experienced teacher in NSW, who is 

currently completing or completed outstanding research of direct benefit to 

classroom teaching. These awards have been well supported as The 

Presentation Evening attracted an unprecedented number of presentations and 

the Guild was delighted with the quality of the applications that were 

presented for consideration. We thank the generous sponsorship from Teachers 

Mutual Bank – We put you first in supporting this Award category.  
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The Research Award finalists: 

Helen Baber, University of New South Wales 

Keiko Bostwick, University of New South Wales 

Andrew Eaton, Wollondilly Anglican College 

Olivia Karaolis, University of Sydney 

Jake Little, University of Sydney 

Cherry Zin Oo, University of New South Wales 

Eun Kyong Park, University of New South Wales 

 

The 2019 Teachers Mutual Bank Award winner was OLIVIA KARAOLIS 

from the University of Sydney. 

 

The 2019 Guild Research Award winner was JAKE LITTLE from the 

University of Sydney. 

 

The Honorary Fellowship (HFTGN) awards continue to increase our 

Membership profile. We congratulate Melinda Gindy on being awarded 

Honorary Fellowship in 2019. 

 

Melinda Gindy HFTGN has a background in Music teaching across Primary 

and Secondary settings and is the Leader of Diverse Learning at a K-12 school 

in Sydney, NSW. Melinda is the President of the Australian Association for the 

Education of the Gifted and Talented (AAEGT) and represents the AAEGT at 

the Australian Alliance for Associations in Education (AAAE). Melinda is the 

Founding President of GFSG Inc., the NSW association represented on the 

AAEGT. She is the former AAEGT Vice-President (2015 - 2019) and was 

founding National Facilitator of Gifted Awareness Week Australia from 2015 

to 2019. Melinda is also an Australian Delegate to the World Council for Gifted 

and Talented Children. Melinda served on the organising Committees for the 

2016 AAEGT National Gifted Conference, the 2017 and 2019 NSW Gifted 

Awareness Forum for Educators (GAFE), and the 22nd Biennial World Gifted 

Conference.In 2016, Melinda published 2E Music Studio, an evidence-based 

resource for Music teachers focussed on meeting the needs of twice- 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/TeachersGuildofNSW


exceptional gifted students. Melinda Gindy is a worthy recipient of the 2019 

Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales Honorary Fellowship Award. 

 

The World Teachers’ Recognition Awards citations were presented to 

outstanding teachers who have made a wonderful contribution to their school 

in advancing the education profession. 

 

Abderrahim Abbou, Homebush Boys Public School 

Lisa Andreatta, Penrith Selective High School 

Helen Baber, St Philip's Christian College, Newcastle 

Simone Babic, St John Bosco College, Engadine 

Ehab Bakour, Granville Boys High School 

Katherine Barbeler, Gosford High School 

Kim Barber, Shore School 

Amber Bidwell, Redlands 

Sue Briggs, Penrith Selective High School 

Kimberley Burgess, Shore School 

Melissa Carson, Champagnat Catholic College 

Robin Delucia, Turning Point Consulting 

Drew Dickson, Northern Beaches Christian School 

Warren Dobes, Shore School 

Lauren Doughty, Corowa Public School 

Bridget Farrell, Pittwater House 

Nathan Fepulea’i, Lakes Grammar - An Anglican School 

Cathy Forrester, Sydney Catholic Schools, T/L Directorate 

Hannah Frater, Jindabyne Central School 

Donna Garland, Gordon West Public School 

Bridget Goldthorp, Gordon West Public School 

Monique Holburn, Metella Road Public School 

Amanda Holland, Lakes Grammar - An Anglican School 

Aidan Johnson, John Therry Catholic School 

Belinda Jones, Thomas Reddall High School 

Kerry Kelaher, Mount Riverview Public School 

Michael Leadbeatter, Trinity Grammar School 

Sandra Love, Granville Boys High School 

Kate Maher, Thomas Reddall High School 

Ashleigh Maihi, MLC School 

Antoinetta Marchetta, Penrith Selective High School 

Alastair McCallum, Barker College 

Michelle McKinnon, St Therese Catholic Primary School, Sadleir 
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Michael Murphy, Northern Beaches Christian School 

Rachel Nugent, Lakes Grammar - An Anglican School 

Justin O’Neill, St Joachim's Catholic Primary School, Lidcombe 

Maryellen Ottaway, Trinity Grammar School 

Phil Pratt, Trinity Grammar School 

Noroja Rouzbehi, Department of Education 

Andy Sexton, Sylvania Height Public School 

Joanne Short, Kingswood Campus, TAFE 

Stellina Sim, Redlands 

Michelle Smith, Lakes Grammar - An Anglican School 

Christie Staniforth, St John Bosco College, Engadine 

Robert Stuart, St Philips Christian College – Newcastle 

Jay Trevaskis, Covenant Christian School 

Dale Wellham, Camden High School 

Jessica Wickenden, Shore School 

Jessica Xerub, Gordon West Public School 

Mandy Young, Sylvania Height Public School 

 

Special thanks to Northholm Grammar School and Lauren Barlow for the 

opportunity in organizing outstanding student performances by Oscar 

Henderson; Lucy Coad; Amber Garth; Caleb Eveniss; Bridget Davey; Joseph 

Clemmit and Andy Ward from Northholm Grammar School. Special thanks 

also to David Stratton who attended and helped with the coordination of the 

music. 

These Awards have been benefited from the generous sponsorship by the 

following Sponsors and stakeholders in supporting the Awards: 

• anzuk represented by Simon Withers. 

• Teachers Mutual Bank represented by Conor Kiernan and David 

Herring. 

• MWLP Linking Youth represented by Dr David Williams and Janelle 

Henson. 

• Snap Printing Burwood represented by Beena Thankur and Gina 

Turner.  

 

http://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/TeachersGuildofNSW


I would also like to particularly thank Marilena Herranz and the management 

of the Concord Golf Club on their wonderful service during the evening. 

 

The Guild congratulates all award recipients for their incredible achievements. 

Prior to the Awards evening, a record number of applications for each of the 

awards presented had been thoroughly screened and interviews had been 

undertaken to determine the awardees. I wish to express my sincere thanks on 

behalf of the Teachers’ Guild to all the people who generously gave of their 

time to ensure these processes were undertaken. Thanks to the members of the 

Committee who offered to chair the two panels – Lauren Barlow (Primary) and 

Patrick Nam (Secondary). The Guild also thanks Dr Helen Hughes, Rick 

Stevens and Frances Fleeton (Chair of Awards Committee) who helped on 

panels and by interviewing the candidates.  

 

We finished the year on Thursday, 19th November by hosting the first 

FamilyBookform teacher professional learning workshop at the Concord Golf 

Club. Carey Furze, Founder of the FamilyBookform technology, demonstrated 

how the Family Communication projects are a valuable online resource for 

teachers to save time, achieve academic and holistic education results, and 

engage both students and their families in transformational learning.  

 

The FamilyBookform technology scaffolds students to collaborate with their 

families by doing face-to-face interviews, using technology as a tool to collect 

their spoken life stories (voice-to-text in any language), information and 

photos into personalised keepsake books. We thank Carey for giving us an 

enlightening and insightful workshop on STEAM Projects – Literacy, 

Communication & Experiential Learning at the Guild Educators Network 

(GEN). 

 

As the year drew to a close, the final function was our annual Christmas 

Celebration, held on Sunday 8 December at the Concord Golf Club. All 

Councillors were invited to celebrate another successful year with good food 

and excellent company.  

 

In 2020, the Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales is delighted to continue to 

host their events and Council meetings at the Concord Golf Club. The 

Clubhouse and gardens provides an intimate and picturesque setting for our 

functions with the highest quality food and immaculate club facilities. The 

Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales would like to thank the Concord Golf 
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Club Board of Directors and Marilena Herranz for their support in hosting the 

Guild. 

 

As another year of challenges and change begins, today’s world is vastly 

different from that of 50 years ago. And the pace of change is accelerating, with 

increasing globalisation; advances in technology, communications and social 

networking; greatly increased access to information; an explosion of 

knowledge; and an array of increasingly complex social and environmental 

issues.  

 

The world of work also is undergoing rapid change with greater workforce 

mobility, growth in knowledge-based work, the emergence of multi-

disciplinary work teams engaged in innovation and problem solving, and a 

much greater requirement for continual workplace learning. The school 

curriculum must attempt to equip students for this significantly changed and 

changing world. The Teachers’ Guild must keep in touch with current issues if 

we are to remain in the forefront of professional associations.  

 

The Guild remains an important influence, embracing the new while retaining 

the core values on which it was founded, and emboldens members to always 

uphold and advocate the motto Doceo Ut Discam – I Teach That I May Learn. 

That is our charter and what we endeavour to deliver to our membership. 

 

 “Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all”   

Aristotle 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Frederick Osman FTGN FACE FRSN FAIP JP 

President | The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales 
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The Council of the Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales thanks 

Fellows and Members for their support 
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